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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: CASC, SA 

SUBJECT: THE MACDONALD CASE 

REE: STATE 125903 

1. EOLLOWING PRESS GUIDANCE PREPARED ON CASE: 

2. QUESTION: WHAT DO YOU HAVE ON THE MACDONALD CASE? 

ANSWER: WE HAVE RECEIVED THE REPORT WE REQUESTED FROM OUR 
CONSULATE GENERAL IN DHAHRAN AND I HAVE COPIES AVAILABLE 
FOR YOU. 

3. QUESTION: ARE OTHER AMERICANS BEING FORCED TO REMAIN 
IN SAUDI ARABIA? 
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ANSWER: THERE HAVE BEEN A FEW PREVIOUS CASES WHERE AMERI- 
CAN BUSINESSMEN HAVE BEEN REQUIRED TO STAY PENDING 
RESOLUTION OE COMMERCIAL DISPUTES. 

(IF PRESSED: THERE IS CURRENTLY ONE SUCH CASE.) 
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-WE ARE NOT AWARE OF ANY AMERICAN BUSINESSMEN HAVING 
BREN lAIT .F.n OR MISTREATED AS A RESULT OF COMMERCIAL 
DEALINGS. 

-THERE ARE 1 1 AMERICANS IN SAUDI JAILS NOW, AFTER HAVING 
BEEN CONVICTED OF CRIMES UNDER SAUDI LAW, BUT NONE 
BECAUSE OF COMMERCIAL DISPUTES. 

-WE WOULD POINT OUT THAT THERE ARE AT LEAST 30,000 
AMERICANS IN SAUDI ARABIA. 

4. QUESTION: WHAT IS THE SAUDI LEGAL BASIS FOR DENYING 
EXIT FROM THE COUNTRY? 

ANSWER: ACCORDING TO THE LAW OF MANY COUNTRIES, INCLUDING 
SAUDI ARABIA, AN EXIT VISA IS REQUIRED IN ORDER FOR 
FOREIGNERS TO DEPART. 

-THE SAUDI GOVERNMENT DOES HAVE THE LEGAL AUTHORITY TO 
DENY EXIT TO THOSE WHO HAVE NOT SATISFIED THE REQUIREMENTS 
OF SAUDI LAWS, INCLUDING LAWS GOVERNING BUSINESS ACTIVI- 
TIES. 

5. WHAT DOES THE U.S. GOVERNMENT DO TO PROTECT AMERICAN 
BUSINESSMEN IN SAUDI ARABIA? 

ANSWER: WE HAVE CONSULAR OFFICERS IN DHAHRAN, RIYADH, 
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AND JIDDA TO ASSIST AMERICAN BUSINESSMEN AND TO HELP 
THEM RESOLVE PROBLEMS. 

-WE ALSO HAVE ACTIVE COMMERCIAL SECTIONS IN OUR POSTS IN 
THESE THREE CITIES TO WORK CLOSELY WITH THE AMERICAN 
BUSINESS COMMUNITY AND THE SAUDI GOVERNMENT. 

-IN THE CASE OF MR. MACDONALD, THE CONSUL GENERAL IN 
DHAHRAN HAS BEEN PERSONALLY INVOLVED. 

-WE MAINTAIN A CONTINUING DIALOGUE WITH THE SAUDI GOVERN- 
MENT TO FACILITATE OUR EXPANDING COMMERCIAL RELATIONSHIP. 

6. QUESTION: DO THE SAUDIS HAVE THE RIGHT TO TAKE AN 
AMERICAN'S PASSPORT? 

ANSWER: ALL BUSINESS FIRMS IN SAUDI ARABIA ARE REQUIRED 
BY LAW TO HOLD THE PASSPORTS OF THEIR NON-SAUDI RESIDENT 
EMPLOYEES AND TO APPROVE APPLICATIONS FOR EXIT VISAS. 

-IN THE CASE OF MR. MACDONALD, HE WAS IN SAUDI ARABIA ON 
A VISITOR'S VISA AND WAS NOT REQUIRED UPON ENTRY TO YIELD 
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CONTROL OF HIS PASSPORT AS IS REQUIRED FOR RESIDENT 
EOREIGN EMPLOYEES. HOWEVER, SAUDI AUTHORITIES TOOK CON- 
TROL OE HIS PASSPORT TO ASSURE HE WOULD REMAIN IN COUNTRY 
UNTIL THE COMMERCIAL DISPUTE IN WHICH HE WAS INVOLVED 

WAS RESOLVED. THIS IS THE NORMAL PRACTICE IN SAUDI 
ARABIA. VANCE 
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